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ABSTRACT -  Decree nr 2649-2010 
 

Call for the public selection of participants to Doctorate Courses at the University of Palermo 
Academic Year 2010/2011 (XXIV Cycle) 

 
Omissis 

 
Article 5 

Admission Tests 
 
Selection is based upon qualifications and examinations. 
Examinations aim at ascertaining candidates’ attitude towards scientific research. 
Admission examinations consist of: 

� Written test – (the duration, from 4 hrs minimum to 6 hrs will be defined by the examining Board); 
� Interview, where the candidate will expose his/her research plan, already sent as an attachment to 

his/her application, related to the relevant Doctorate issues. 
Candidates have also to demonstrate their fluency in a foreign language. 
Candidates will be admitted to examinations upon presentation of a valid identification document. 
 
Each Evaluation Board has 100 points at its disposal, distributed as follows: 

1. Written test  – maximum 40/100 points. Minimum pass mark is 28/40; 
2. interview  – maximum 40/100 points. Minimum pass mark is 28/40; 
3. qualifications – maximum 20/100, distributed as follows: 

- graduation mark  10 points maximum (1 point for each mark above 101/110 + 1 point for praise) 
- other qualifications  – 10 points maximum (other degree, post-degree specialisation courses certifications, attendance to other 

courses, study periods within Italian and foreign scientific institutions, and anything else deemed useful to demonstrate study 
and research activities). 

During the first meeting, the Examining Board will explicitly fix the criteria and modalities for the 
evaluation of qualifications, as well as for examination procedures. 
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Qualifications will be evaluated after the written test, and before the correction of relevant papers. 
Candidates will be considered eligible after passing both tests with the minimum pass mark. 
 
Written examinations will take place between November 5th and November 25th, 2010. 
The schedule of Written examinations, with the indication of the examination venues with respect to 
each doctorate course, will be published on 25th of October 2010, in the website of the University of 
Palermo:  

http://portale.unipa.it/amministrazione/arearicercasviluppo/formazioneperlaricerca/home/dottorati.html, 
as well as on the official board of the University (piazza Marina, 61), and is to be considered, under all 
respects, as an official convocation of candidates. 
Candidates will be convoked for the interview during the written test by the examination Board; interviews 
might also take place the day after written tests. 
The list of candidates admitted to the interview, with the indication of the mark they obtained in the written 
test and of the evaluation of qualifications, will be published by the Board itself through the notice board of 
examination premises. 
Interviews must in any case take place by dicember 10th, 2010. 
 

Article 6 
Admission tests for foreign candidates 

 
All foreign candidates may participate to competitive selection. 
Foreign candidates are exempted from the payment of participation fee for the competitive selection for 
research Doctorate courses (Rector’s Decree nr 2609, 29/07/2010). 
 
Foreign candidates participating to the selection for reserved or supernumerary positions, should make an 
explicit request in their application form if: 

1) they apply for positions reserved for foreign students (without grant), for which a specific list 
will be drawn; 

2) they ask for supernumerary positions, (up to 50% of the positions in the relevant call), if eligible, 
in a dedicated list, (as per par.13, letter p of the Research Doctorate rules and regulations), after the 
qualified opinion of the Board of Doctorate Professors if: 

- they have been awarded by a grant financed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Italian 
Republic, or by their mother Country’s government; 

- they come from Countries with which a specific intergovernmental agreement or an 
agreement with the University of Palermo exists, in any case without charges for the 
University of Palermo. 

 
The selection of foreign candidates applying for Doctorates according with the points 1) and 2) above, will 
be carried out through the evaluation of qualifications, the presentation of a research plan and an interview. 
Qualifications will be evaluated by the Board before the interview. 
 
The Examining Board will communicate by e-mail the dates of interviews to foreign candidates. 
 
The Evaluation Board has 60 points at its disposal, distributed as follows: 

1) interview   – maximum 40/100 points. Minimum pass mark is 28/40; 
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2) qualifications – maximum 20/100, distributed as follows: 
- graduation mark  10 points maximum (1 point for each mark above 101/110 + 1 point for praise) 
- other qualifications  – 10 points maximum (other degree, post-degree specialisation courses certifications, attendance to other 

courses, study periods within Italian and foreign scientific institutions, and anything else deemed useful to demonstrate study 
and research activities). 

Candidates applying for positions with grants (and not for the reserved positions), will follow the same 
selection process of Italian ones, as per Article 5 above. 
 
 Foreign candidates must also certify (self-certification as per D.P.R. 445/2000) the following 
requirements: 
 

a) they possess civil and political rights in their Country; 
b) they possess, excluding Italian citizenship, all other requirements provided for Italian citizens. 

 
 
 

Article 7 
International Doctorates 

 
The following International Research Doctorate Courses have been approved by the Academic Senate on 
13/07/2010: 
 

� Applied Physics – cun area*2 
� Immune-pharmacology – cun area*6 
� Mediterranean Fruit-growing – cun area*7 
� Environmental agronomy – cun area*7 
� European Cultural studies – cun area*10 
� Human rights: evolution, defence and limitations – cun area*12 
� Models for planning and control for public administration policies and strategies – cun area*14 

 
*National University Council 
 
 For the above mentioned Doctorate Courses, included in “attachment 1” to this Call, candidates 
should fill application forms in Italian, one form for each course they wish to apply for, according to 
“Attachment A”, which is an integral part of this Call, filling the form with all required information.  
The same rules and modalities of the Call apply for everything is not explicitly provided for by this article. 
 
 

Omissis 
�
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(Attachment A) 

APPLICATION FORM 

 
Al Magnifico Rettore 
dell'Università degli Studi di Palermo 
Piazza Marina, 61 
90133 – PALERMO 

 
 

The undersigned (surname-name) ___________________________________________________________ 

Born in ______________________________________________ (Province _________),  

on (dd/mm/yyyy) _______/_______/________, taxpayer’s code _________________________,  

resident in  _______________________________________________, (Province _________),  

Address: ___________________________________________________________,  

 Country _____________________ ZIP code___________,  

Phone number/s __________________________________, e-mail _________________________________,  

Mailing Address (only if different from the residence): 

_________________________________________________________________________________, 

Country _____________________ ZIP code___________,  

APPLIES 

For the public selection for the Research Doctorate Course in: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Academic year 2010/2011 
 
 
Or (only for foreign students): 
 
�- For the public selection for positions reserved for foreign students (without grant ) in the Research 
Doctorate Course in: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Academic year 2010/2011 
 
�- For the public selection for supernumerary positions, as per article 6 of the call in the Research 
Doctorate Course in:  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Academic year 2010/2011 
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For this purpose, the undersigned declares, under his/her responsibility (art. 46 , D.P.R. 28 December 2000 n. 
445 ):  

a) To be (Country) __________________________________________citizen; 
b) To be/not to be grantee with a scholarship financed by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or by the 

native Country _____________________ ; 
c) To be a candidate of (name of the Country) with which there is a specific intergovernmental agreement 

or an agreement with the University of Palermo; 
d) To have obtained, in Italy, a degree (specify if it is a degree according to previous regulations, or a 2nd 

cycle degree) ____________________, in___________________________________________, with the 
mark ________/110 , on (dd/mm/yyyy) _______/_______/________ at the University of 
__________________________; 

or  

to have obtained, within the foreign University of __________________________________________,  
the degree in __________________________with the mark ________/_______, on (dd/mm/yyyy) 
_______/_______/________ already  declared equivalent to an Italian Degree by Rector’s Decree nr. 
_______________________; 

or 

to have obtained, within the foreign University of __________________________________________,  
the degree in __________________________with the mark ________/_______, on (dd/mm/yyyy) 
_______/_______/________ and asks the same degree to be considered equivalent to an Italian one only 
for the selection, enclosing to this form the documents required as per art. 2 paragraph 3 of this call; 
 

or 

 
he/she will obtain his/her (specify if it is a degree according to previous regulations, or a 2nd cycle 
degree) ____________________, in___________________________________________, before 
04/11/2010  and he/she commits him/herself to respect the provisions of art. 2, paragraph 2 of this Call; 
 

e) To be/to be not holder of an employment contract with duration more than 1 
year:________________________________; 

f)  To be/to be not a civil servant: _______________________________; 

g) To be/to be not assignee of research scholarship: _________________________; 

h) To know the following foreign language, which will be object of testing during the selection: 

___________________________; 

i) To commit him/herself to communicate in time any possible change of residence or mailing address; 

j) To be aware of all provisions of this call for public selection; 

k) (only for foreign citizens): to have adequate command of Italian language; 
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l) To be/to be not handicapped (in this latter case, please specify the needed aid with respect to his/her 
handicap, as well as the possible need of additional time to complete examination tests): 
___________________________; 

Encloses: 

� European curriculum vitae 

� Undersigned list of personal qualifications 

� Research plan. 

� Photocopy of identification document. 

 

 
The undersigned also declares to be aware that the University of Palermo will verify the veracity of his/her 
declaration and that, in case of incorrect or false declarations, besides criminal liability, he/she will lose the 
possible benefits, as per articles 75 and 76 of the D.P.R. n. 445, l 28.12.2000 
 
  
_________________/______/______/2010 

 Place           /    day   /month 

 

Signature______________________________ 

 
Legislative Decree nr 196/03. Code for the protection of personal data 
Personal data will be used by the University of Palermo, entitled to processing them under the provisions of 
Legislative Decree nr 196/03.  
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